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These people
from SC were
charged in
Capitol riot

Nikie Mayo Greenville News
USA TODAY NETWORK - SOUTH CAROLINA

Rioters breached the U.S. Capitol on
Jan. 6, 2021, in an attempt to stop the
certification of the results of the 2020
presidential election won by Democrat
Joe Biden and lost by Republican Don-
ald Trump. The insurrection left at
least five people dead, more than a
dozen police officers hurt and dozens
of people arrested.

The chaos that erupted around 2
p-m. that day in Washington, D.C., did
not stop Congress, which reconvened
that night and worked into the wee
hours of Jan. 7 to certify the Electoral
College results of the presidential elec-
tion.

In the days following the violence,
the FBI and other federal authorities
cast a wide net aimed at identifying
the people involved in the breach and
the violence. They subpoenaed vari-
ous records and released images cap-
tured by Capitol security footage, ask-
ing for the public’s help identifying the
people who took part in the riot.

At least eight people from South
Carolina have been charged in connec-
tion to the Jan. 6 Capitol riot, accord-
ing to court records that have been
made public to date. Some of those
records, including a federal complaint
that led to the arrest of a man from the
Upstate, were unsealed and made
public just days ago.

The people known to have been
charged in connection to the Capitol
riot are listed below. The people
charged from South Carolina are:

Andrew Hatley, who was the first
known South Carolinian to be charged
in connection to the riot. Hatley is ac-
cused of breaching the Capitol and
taking a selfie in front of a statue of

See RIOT, Page 2A
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South Carolina
businesswoman’s
new organization
to advocate for
small business

Marcus Navarro Greenville News
USA TODAY NETWORK - SOUTH CAROLINA

Diane Hardy quickly learned that
government has great influence over the
small business environment when she
opened Nothing Bundt Cakes a few
years ago.

She was then surprised at how little
representation small business owners
had during the height of the pandemic
when they had to follow local and state
mandates.

Hardy now hopes the Mom and Pop
Alliance will become the voice of South
Carolina small business owners in the
Statehouse.

“We want to advocate for our small
businesses down in Columbia to be their
voice,” said Hardy, director and founder
of the organization. “And to give them a
stronger voice than they have now.”

According to the Small Business Ad-
ministration’s 2020 small business
profile, South Carolina’s nearly 432,000
small businesses make up a majority of
the state’s businesses and employ al-
most 44% of the state’s workers.

Despite such an important role in the
state’s economy, Hardy said small busi-
ness owners have been underrepresent-
ed.

While local chambers often help local
entrepreneurs, Hardy said statewide
business organizations have gravitated

See MOM AND POP, Page 3A

“I hope that small business owners can feel like that they are a part of the policy process
in our state and that they are being heard.”

Lucas Marchant Greenville law firm owner
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toward bigger businesses and may not
prioritize small business owners. How-
ever, she does hope to work with other
statewide organizations, such as the
South Carolina Small Business Cham-
ber of Commerce, on certain issues in
the future.

Frank Knapp, president and CEO of
the small business chamber, expressed
the same sentiment and told The Green-
ville News that he hopes they can work
together on common issues.

The alliance will focus on three goals:
education, advocacy and communica-
tion between small businesses and offi-
cials.

Lucas Marchant, who owns a law
firm in Greenville, believes greater rep-
resentation of small business owners in
the legislative process will strengthen
the state’s economy.

“I hope that small business owners
can feel like that they are a part of the
policy process in our state and that they
are being heard,” Marchant said in an
email. “Diane Hardy and the Mom and
Pop alliance aim to make sure our voices
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Joey Russo, co-owner of Greenville Industrial Rubber and Gasket Co. shows off the business June 30. MATT BURKHARTT/STAFF

are heard.”

The alliance is currently working on
scheduling roundtable events to allow
any small business owner to talk with
legislators and discuss current or future
measures that can help small business-
es. They hope to finalize the details of
these roundtables soon.

“We will be hearing from small busi-
ness owners and about the problems
that they face,” state Rep. Patrick Had-
don said. “This will give us legislators
the information to write legislation that
will help ease the problems that they
face from the government.”

The Mom and Pop Alliance will sur-
vey its members regularly to share the
community’s thoughts to state officials
and keep members updated with news-
letters. Members will also have access to
IDEA-SC.org, a platform to share ideas
privately.

Hardy hopes to work on issues such
as healthcare, decreasing regulations
and income taxes, but the surveys will
tell Hardy and the alliance what small
business owners need. “It’s not about
what Diane wants, it’s about what the
members want,” Hardy said.

The new organization launched last
year and was formerly announced last
week at a press conference at Stax Origi-
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nal’s, a family-owned restaurant that’s
been in Greenville for decades.

Since its formation last year, the or-
ganization has reached out to legisla-
tors and held events for entrepreneurs
to inform them of the Mom and Pop Al-
liance. They have more than 100 mem-
bers so far.

The organization has received sup-
port from many local and state offi-
cials, including state Treasurer Curtis
Loftis, Greenville County Sheriff Ho-
bart Lewis, Greenville County Council-
members Chris Harrison and Lynn Bal-
lard, state Reps. Patrick Haddon, Bob-
by Cox, Mike Burns, Ashley Trantham
and Stewart Jones, and state Sen. Rex
Rice.

Cox said many small business own-
ers are often too busy running their
business and taking care of their fam-
ilies to keep up with new regulations
and to advocate for themselves.

That’s a point that Joey Russo, co-
owner of Greenville Rubber and Gas-
ket, agreed with.

Russo will soon join the Mom and
Pop Alliance as a member but said he’s
already learned from the organization
about the state’s tax environment and
hopes that is an issue that the organi-
zation can work on.
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